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Get Our Daily Digest


The Afloat daily newsletter highlights the best of our editors' picks, as well as the latest content from other popular sections of our website.
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Vendee Globe Sailing Race News 























Relieved Escoffier Speaks About His Vendee Globe Rescue By Jean Le Cam 



2nd December 2020 
Vendee Globe



After being rescued from his liferaft by fellow Vendée Globe competitor Jean Le Cam in big seas and strong winds the early hours of this morning some 840 nautical miles South West of Cape Town, South Africa, Kevin Escoffier has… 




 















"He's on board with Jean!" Vendee Globe Solo Sailor Escoffier Rescued By Fellow Competitor 



1st December 2020 
Vendee Globe



A successful rescue operation has been carried out between some of the leading boats in the Vendee Globe race with the retrieval of skipper Kevin Escoffier (PRB) from his liferaft by Jean Le Cam (Yes We Cam!). At 0118hrs UTC the… 




 

















Vendee Globe Drama: Le Cam Alters Course To Rescue Kevin Escoffier (PRB) After Distress Beacon Activated 



30th November 2020 
Vendee Globe



Jean Le Cam, the nearest competitor to stricken Vendee Globe skipper Kevin Escoffier, has seen Escoffier in his life raft and, according to unconfirmed reports on social media, Le Cam is going to start his engine in order to rescue his… 




 















Huge Support for Alex Thomson as he Heads for Cape Town After Vendee Globe Withdrawal 



29th November 2020 
Vendee Globe



Charlie Dalin, the Vendée Globe race leader, should pass the longitude of the Cape of Good Hope on Monday, the first of the mythical 24,296 nautical miles solo round the world’s three Great Capes. That his elapsed time since the… 




 

















Hugo Boss & Alex Thomson Out of Vendee Globe Race 



29th November 2020 
Vendee Globe



Alex Thomson, the pre-race favourite to win the Vendee Globe, is out of the non-stop round the world race this afternoon after suffering rudder damage in the Southern Atlantic. The British sailor is heading for Cape Town after a week… 




 















Alex Thomson Reports Rudder Damage to Hugo Boss in Vendee Globe 



28th November 2020 
Vendee Globe



Vendee Globe competitor Alex Thomson Racing has issued an alert describing rudder damage to Hugo Boss which is reported to have occurred around 1900hrs UTC this Friday evening. Thomson has control of the yacht with one rudder, and is safe… 




 

















Thomas Ruyant Cuts Foil & is Back in Vendee Globe Race Mode 



27th November 2020 
Vendee Globe



After cutting off part of his damaged port foil LinkedOut solo skipper Thomas Ruyant is back in full race mode, chasing runaway Vendée Globe leader Charlie Dalin who has escaped into the Roaring Forties, surging eastwards towards the longitude of… 




 















Vendee Globe Racers Have Full Southern Ocean Regime On The Menu 



26th November 2020 
Vendee Globe



At the same time as Alex Thomson euphorically announced this morning that ‘the BOSS is Back’ in the Vendee Globe Race after the British skipper completed four days and nights of structural repairs to the inside of the bow of… 




 

















Damage to the Port Foil of Thomas Ruyant’s LinkedOut! 



25th November 2020 
Vendee Globe



While lying in second place in the South Atlantic in the Vendee Globe Race, some 72 nautical miles behind leader Charlie Dalin (Apivia), Thomas Ruyant last night sustained damage to the port foil of his IMOCA LinkedOut. He had to… 




 















Vendée Globe Leader Charlie Dalin Fighting for Every Metre 



24th November 2020 
Vendee Globe



Day 16: Charlie Dalin, Vendée Globe leader since yesterday morning, confirmed that he is in full ‘inshore mode, fighting for every metre I can gain,’ as he tries to break through to the southern ocean low-pressure train which should finally… 




 

















Vendee Globe Record Possibilities Challenged by South Atlantic's Cussed Moods 



24th November 2020 
Vendee Globe



Before the 33 boats went off from les Sables-d'Olonne on November 8th to start the Vendee Globe, there'd been much talk of the possibility of reducing Armel le Cleac'h's notable record of 74 days established in the 2016-2017 event. It… 




 















Thomson Back in the Vendee Globe Race After Repairs, Charlie Dalin Leads 



24th November 2020 
Vendee Globe



On a sequence of gybes stepping downwind underneath the Saint Helena high-pressure system in the South Atlantic, Charlie Dalin (Apivia) became the new leader of the Vendée Globe yesterday. He outmanoeuvred his close rival Thomas Ruyant (LinkedOut) and went on… 




 

















Mast Climb For Vendee Globe Leader Thomas Ruyant 



23rd November 2020 
Vendee Globe



Vendee Globe leader Thomas Ruyant (LInkedOut) had a busy night. Since the start, two weeks ago, he was lacking a halyard which has been jammed at the top of the mast. So the skipper climbed the 28-metre rig so he… 




 















Vendée Globe Skipper Alex Thomson Forced To Slow Down to Make Repairs 



22nd November 2020 
Vendee Globe



British Vendée Globe skipper Alex Thomson has today been forced to slow his HUGO BOSS to a crawl as he attempts to make a technical repair to a longitudinal beam near the bow of his IMOCA. As Afloat reported earlier,… 




 

















Vendee Globe Favourite Alex Thomson Issues Alert on 'Possible Structural Issue' for Hugo Boss 



22nd November 2020 
Vendee Globe



One time leader of the Vendee Globe British Skipper Alex Thomson who lost the lead in the race on day 13 yesterday has now notified race officials and his team of 'a possible structural issue' on board.  Thomson, the race favourite,… 




 















Vendée Globe Has New Race Leader Thomas Ruyant on LinkedOut, Managed By Marcus Hutchinson 



21st November 2020 
Vendee Globe



The Vendée Globe has a new race leader in Thomas Ruyant on LinkedOut. The solo racer is managed by Kinsale and Howth's Marcus Hutchinson and who, for the second successive Vendée Globe, carries the hopes of businesses, supporters and fans… 
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The 2024 Vendée Globe Race

A record-sized fleet of 44 skippers are aiming for the tenth edition of the Vendée Globe: the 24,296 nautical miles solo non-stop round-the-world race from Les Sables d’Olonne in France, on Sunday, November 10 2024 and will be expected back in mid-January 2025.

Vendée Globe Race FAQs




How many entries are there in the 2020 Vendée Globe Race?





33 participants.









How many women are in the 2020 Vendée Globe Race?





Six women (Alexia Barrier, Clarisse Cremer, Isabelle Joschke, Sam Davies, Miranda Merron, Pip Hare).









How many countries are racing in the 2020 Vendée Globe Race?





Nine nations (France, Germany, Japan, Finland, Spain, Switzerland, Australia, and Great Britain)









Is Ireland racing in the 2020 Vendée Globe Race?





After much speculation following Galway man Enda O’Coineen’s 2016 race debut for Ireland, there were as many as four campaigns proposed at one point, but unfortunately, none have reached the start line.









What is the Vendee Globe Race? 





The Vendée Globe is a sailing race round the world, solo, non-stop and without assistance. It takes place every four years and it is regarded as the Everest of sailing. The event followed in the wake of the Golden Globe which had initiated the first circumnavigation of this type via the three capes (Good Hope, Leeuwin and Horn) in 1968.









What is the Vendée Globe Race record time to beat? 





The record to beat is Armel Le Cléac’h 74 days 3h 35 minutes 46s set in 2017. Some pundits are saying the boats could beat a sub-60 day time.









How many miles is the Vendée Globe Race? 





The number of theoretical miles to cover is 24,296 miles (45,000 km).









How many sails does each IMOCA boat carry? 





A maximum of eight sails.









What is an IMOCA 60?





The IMOCA 60 ("Open 60"), is a development class monohull sailing yacht run by the International Monohull Open Class Association (IMOCA). The class pinnacle events are single or two-person ocean races, such as the Route du Rhum and the Vendée Globe.









How many previous winners are competing in the 2020 Vendée Globe Race?





Zero past winners are competing but two podiums 2017: Alex Thomson second, Jérémie Beyou third. It is also the fifth participation for Jean Le Cam and Alex Thomson, fourth for Arnaud Boissières and Jérémie Beyou.









Who is the youngest competitor in the 2020 Vendée Globe Race?





The youngest on this ninth edition of the race is Alan Roura, 27 years old.









Who is the oldest competitor in the 2020 Vendée Globe Race? 





The oldest on this ninth edition is Jean Le Cam, 61 years old.









How many of the 33-boat Vendée Globe fleet are first-timers? 





Over half the fleet are debutantes, totalling 18 first-timers.









How does the Vendée Globe 2020 race start?





The start procedure begins 8 minutes before the gun fires with the warning signal. At 4 minutes before, for the preparatory signal, the skipper must be alone on board, follow the countdown and take the line at the start signal at 13:02hrs local time. If an IMOCA crosses the line too early, it incurs a penalty of 5 hours which they will have to complete on the course before the latitude 38 ° 40 N (just north of Lisbon latitude). For safety reasons, there is no opportunity to turn back and recross the line. A competitor who has not crossed the starting line 60 minutes after the signal will be considered as not starting. They will have to wait until a time indicated by the race committee to start again. No departure will be given after November 18, 2020, at 1:02 p.m when the line closes.









When will the Vendée Globe 2020/2021 race finish? 





The first boat could be home in sixty days. Expect the leaders from January 7th 2021 but to beat the 2017 race record they need to finish by January 19 2021.









What is the cost of an IMOCA 60?




Today, building a brand new IMOCA generally costs between 4.2 and €4.7million, without the sails but second-hand boats that are in short supply can be got for around €1m.
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Get Our Daily Digest


The Afloat daily newsletter highlights the best of our editors' picks, as well as the latest content from other popular sections of our website.
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National Yacht Club to Host Second Annual Student Match Racing Invitational This Month















	




 



Irish 49er Skiff Sailors Gear up for 49er Class World Championship and Olympic Selection Trials















	




 



Royal St. George Melges 15 Crew in the Mix After Day One of the Cascais Winter Series















	




 



MG Motor “Sailing Club of the Year 2024 ” Award Jointly To National YC & Ruffian 23 Association In Celebration Of Family & Friendship In Sailing















	




 



New Irish-Language TV Series Follows Epic Kayaking Adventure Along North Coast


















 



Vendee Globe 2024 Key Figures

	10th edition
	Six women (vs six in 2020)
	16 international skippers (vs 12 in 2020)
	11 nationalities represented: France, United Kingdom, Switzerland, Germany, Italy, Belgium, Hungary, Japan, China, USA, New Zealand (vs 9 in 2020)
	18 rookies (vs 20 in 2020)
	30 causes supported
	14 new IMOCAs (vs 9 in 2020)
	Two 'handisport' skippers







At A Glance - Vendee Globe 2024

The 10th edition will leave from Les Sables d’Olonne on November 10, 2024
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Clayton Love Jnr 1929-2024















	




 



Classic Yacht Dublin Bay 24 Zephyra To Be Launched In June, Re-Born in Maine















	




 



Uniformed and Frontline Services Gather at Royal Cork Yacht Club for Volvo Cork Week Beaufort Cup 2024















	




 



DMYC Unveils Bench in Memory of Marine Journalist Arthur Reynolds















	




 



MG Motor “Sailing Club of the Year 2024 ” Award Jointly To National YC & Ruffian 23 Association In Celebration Of Family & Friendship In Sailing
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